The "strategic depth" paradigm implemented by the aKP, in general aimed at strengthening Turkey's role in the region, is perceived both as clear pragmatism in foreign policy making and a tool for the neo-ottoman expansion. This paper argues that current foreign policy of Turkey towards albania is reminiscent of the Kemalist foreign policy towards this country but at the same time it represents a new quality, immanent for the aKP's perception of international relations. While analyzing Turkey's influence in the various spheres and the outcomes of ankara's foreign policy, this paper seeks to verify the hypothesis that the modern bilateral relations of these two countries shall be perceived rather both as aKP's pragmatic stance, with possible neo-ottoman ambitions playing an important role.
quality, immanent for the aKP's perception of international relations. While analyzing Turkey's influence in the various spheres and the outcomes of ankara's foreign policy, this paper seeks to verify the hypothesis that the modern bilateral relations of these two countries shall be perceived rather both as aKP's pragmatic stance, with possible neo-ottoman ambitions playing an important role. This paper consist of three fundamental parts. in the first one the aKP's attitude towards the Balkans is described with reference to Turkey's historical role in the Balkan Peninsula and the shift in the country's foreign policy. This change is strictly linked with the implementation of the "strategic depth" concept which resettled Turkish foreign policy in general. The second part refers to the bilateral relations between Turkey and albania during the aKP's rule. it describes how bilateral relations evolved in the context of having "strategic depth" in use. Conclusions are presented in the last part.
This analysis is theoretically anchored in the national role concepts developed by K.J. Holsti who indicated that "Role theory thus emphasizes the interaction between the role prescription of the alter and the role performance of the occupant of a position (ego)"
He claims that every decision in foreign policy making is primarily derived from several factors such asl the policymakers' role concepts, domestic needs and demands, and also critical events in the external environment 2 . Thus, the national role's performance is defined as the general "foreign policy behavior of . in his conceptualization Holsti identifies several examples of national role concepts. it is interesting to see how Turkey's attitude towards the Balkans, towards albania and also Turkish foreign policy in general, fit Holsti's particular type of the national role since this paper argues that all together combine the features of regional protector role and an active independent one. The first one "…though it perhaps implies special leadership responsibilities on a regional or issue-area basis, places emphasis on the function of providing protection for adjacent region" while the second one "…emphasizes at once independence, self--determination, possible mediation functions, and active programs to extend diplomatic and commercial relations to diverse areas of the word" . The aKP's highly pragmatic Turkish foreign policy towards the Balkans remains in harmony with the cautious Kemalist policy towards the region after the end of the Cold War thus being settled within the regional protector role. on the other hand, all of the aKP's "strategic depth" concept necessities Turkey's activism both in the terms of trade and diplomatic activities. What is more, since Turkish foreign policy in the aKP's era is also a tool for creating this party's domestic identity, role theory is a useful analytical tool for capturing different policy choices among many alternatives. it also clarifies Turkey's particular decisions and actions while it helps to catch the link between the agent, the entire structure and the former's subjective perceptions -the aKP's subjective perceptions of the country's power (economical, military, political etc.) , towards other states in the Balkan region.
Justice and development party and the balkans
The much of the Balkans was under ottoman rule from almost the 1th century up until the early 1920s when the Ottoman empire collapsed. the creation of the modern Republic of turkey in 1923 ended the period of Ottoman dominance and presence in the region. The newly established state must have changed its foreign policy and adopted a highly moderated and cautious approach towards the neighboring countries. While the Kemalist elite implemented crucial modernizing domestic reforms, the relations with the Balkan countries were limited to the formal ones and performed within the context of traditional diplomacy, thus the entire region remained a rather distant territory for ankara. the Cold War and turkey's 1952 NAtO accession made this distance even longer while the Balkan countries shared a communist ideology and/or remained under Soviet influence. The end of the Cold War and crucial changes in the international environment started to dynamically change these relations since Turkey was to search for its new role in the international community 6 . In the 1990s turkey, despite some reservations, decided to contribute actively to the peace processes in the Balkans within the european Union and the United nations frameworks 7 . The end of the Cold War was also crucial for albanian foreign policy making. During the communist rule, equated to enver Hoxha's leadership, ideology was an important factor of the country's relations with the external world however together with the end of the Cold War, albania became interested in developing political, economic and cultural relations especially with Turkey, israel and the arab states of the Persian Gulf 8 . The aKP's electoral success in the 2002 marked an important rise in the interest in the Balkans combined with the shift in the traditional foreign policy of Turkey. The new principles of the turkish foreign policy making were provided by Ahmet Davutoğlu in his famous book entitled "Strategic Depth: Turkey's international Position", published in 2001. According to Davutoğlu, two factors are crucial determinants of foreign policy i.e. geography and the history thus anchoring it in the Turkey's ottoman presence and power in particular regions surrounding the country 9 . From now on Turkish foreign policy, also towards the Balkans, should be considered as a continuation of the existing geographical, historical and cultural links 10 and should be performed, as Davutoğlu later defined, in accordance with five basic principles: a) a balance between security and democracy, b) a zero-problem strategy towards the neighbors, c) the development of relations with the neighboring regions and beyond, d) adherence to a multidimensional foreign policy, e) rhythmic diplomacy
11
. Referring directly to the Balkan Peninsula attitude. this came both with Davutoğlu's Sarajevo Speech and the infamous "One minute" demarche in Davos in January 2009 of Recep tayyip erdoğan. Storming out of the Davos meeting and blaming israel for the murdering of Palestinians deteriorated Turkish-israeli relations and also revealed ankara's broad aspirations in the international environment. in fact, this step marked a turning point in terms of Turkey's engagement in the neighboring regions. in the case of the Balkans, one can clearly observe a gap between Turkish aspirations and abilities on the one hand, and the attitude of the particular countries which are the receivers of this policy on the other. This is also the case of Turkish-albanian relations.
Turkish-albanian Relations in the Justice and development party era
The overall good bilateral relations of the two countries started long before 2002, when AKP came into power. the Agreement on trade in 1986 and the Agreement on economic, Commercial, Industrial and technical Cooperation of 1988 set the foundations for economic cooperation and the development of commercial relations. Military cooperation also started in the early 1990s -a defense cooperation pact between the two countries was signed on 29 July 1992 and from then on turkey played an active and important role in the training of albanian officers 16 . During the aKP's rule albania and Turkey have further developed bilateral relations, especially in terms of the economy. according to new principles of Turkish foreign policy, the promotion of trade and investments shall be perceived as the next stage of international activism -a transformation into a "trading state" is a tool for achieving aims in the external environment 17 . an increase of trade exchange while having aKP in power is clearly visible: In 2002, the value of turkish export to Albania was uSD 79.76 million, and import was uSD 3.97 million. In 2008, import reached uSD 305.74 million, and export was uSD 36.7 million whereas in 2016 both values were uSD 304,611 million and uSD 20,602 million respectively 18 . among top Turkish export categories on can find: iron and steel, textile yarn, made-up articles, cereals and cereal preparations, electrical machinery, clothing apparel and accessories while top import categories from albania include: hides, fur skins, raw, transport equipment and plastics
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. The total trade balance between the two countries is unequal, in 2016 it reached a uSD 284,009 surplus for turkey 20 . Turkish business is widely represented in Albania; according to president erdoğan, for 2015, investments in albania has exceeded USD 2.7 billion-during his visit in albania in May 201 while attending the turkey-Albania Business Forum with President Nishani of Albania, erdoğan said: "I am asking Turkish investors to increase these investments even more. Our The Turkish government is also facilitating strong cultural ties with albania, mainly through the turkish Cooperation and Coordinator Agency (türk İşbirliği ve Koordinasyon Ajansı, tİKA) which works within the framework of Republic of turkey Prime ministry. While influence in the cultural sphere remains one of the most important tools, among many in the "strategic depth" paradigm, tİKA is permanently committed to the restoration of mosques, bazaars and other historical facilities from the ottoman period in albania
23
. According to the turkish ministry of Foreign Affairs, tİKA participated in 430 projects in Albania and has spent around uSD 85 million for its development help 2 . The fact that both Turkish and albanian Sunni Muslims follow the Hanafi school of islamic law makes Turkey's cultural presence in albania even easier, thus paving the way for vigorous student exchange between two countries.
In fact, erdoğan's visit in 2015 was not limited only to underlying and praising of good bilateral relations while he brought Turkey's domestic problems to the scene, mainly the Gülen group. together with the split with his former political ally, F. Gülen, in 2013 erdoğan accused him of creating "a state within the state" in Turkey and announced that educational facilities run by the Gülen should be closed down 2 . During his visit, President erdoğan requested Albanian government officials to close down the Gülen schools in return for Turkey's gift of recently opened mosque. This claim was perceived by the albanian political elite as a clear example of neo-ottoman aspirations and created fury in the country's domestic politics -erdoğan has been criticized by almost all political options. Harsh and significant critique came from albanian ex-prime minister and prominent figure in domestic politics, Sali Berisha who said that: " 26 . He also stipulated that any strategic cooperation with Turkey should be in accordance with albania's strategic interests.
this declaration is important while it makes clear that, unlike erdoğan and his followers are willing to, albanian political and intellectual elite does not consider themselves as Muslim but rather in nation and national categories. This Turkish miscalculation of religion, history and the inhabitants of albania is significant for the entire "strategic depth" concept and its implementation. The neo-ottoman aspirations are confronted with reality while significant parts of the society deem the ottoman rule period as enslavement and tragedy -in the ottoman empire albanians were not allowed to use their own language, and forced to attend Turkish schools only; an allowance to practice their own religion did not overlap with full citizenship laws 27 . This has still an impact today on the perception of both Turkey and her predecessor.
Since the Gülen schools are still operating in albania one can claim that there is a gap between economic and political relations of the two countries. Turkey remains an important trade partner for ankara, however ankara's abilities to impose a concrete political influence are rather limited. apart from Turkey's domestic problems, growing authoritarianism and internal social and political struggles, all these together, decrease the country's positive image abroad and diminish its perception as a potential model-country.
conclusions
With no doubts, the implementation of "strategic depth" conception revitalized Turkey's relations with the Balkan counties together with albania. The development of economical, trade, diplomatic and tourist relations are clearly visible in this context. Turkey successfully managed to become one of albania's most important trade partners, however it should be noticed that it is suffering strong competition from european countries. What is more, these relations are highly asymmetrical since for Turkey, albania is not a top-priority country. in this context, to some extent, the aKP's foreign policy towards the entire region is a continuation of the Kemalist attitude thus remains in accordance with the regional protector's national role -ankara definitely works in favour of the security and development in the region. on the other hand, the new Turkish activism reflects an active-independ-ent national role attitude. in fact, Turkey has developed various channels of activism with various regions since 2002. The current Turkish-albanian relations are only one example of this policy, among many, and shall also be analyzed in the broader context of the entire Balkan Peninsula. The bilateral relations also prove ankara's limitation both in the "strategic depth" and "active-independency" contexts -Turkey has limited abilities and potential to impose a virtual political influence on other states. While, what the albanian example proves, Turkey can be successful in trading, references to the ottoman past are not warmly welcomed however they play an important role in the current aKP's discourse and rhetoric. Thus, one can claim that the current bilateral relations of Turkey and albania are a mixture of the pragmatic stance and neo-ottoman aspirations, however the former are beneficial for both parts, and the latter are a result of miscalculation and are perceived with reserve and firm negation. 1950 -2011 (in Polish, 2013 .
